
Cabinet
Date: Tuesday, 3 September 2019
Time: 10.00 am
Venue: Committee Rooms A&B, South Walks House, 

Dorchester, DT1 1EE
Membership: (Quorum 3) 
Spencer Flower (Chairman), Peter Wharf (Vice-Chairman), Tony Alford, Ray Bryan, 
Graham Carr-Jones, Tony Ferrari, Laura Miller, Andrew Parry, Gary Suttle and 
David Walsh

Chief Executive: Matt Prosser, South Walks House, South Walks Road, 
Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1UZ (Sat Nav DT1 1EE)

For more information about this agenda please contact Kate Critchel 01305 252234 - 
kate.critchel@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

For easy access to the Council agendas and minutes download the free 
public app Mod.gov for use on your iPad, Android and Windows tablet. Once 
downloaded select Dorset Council.

 
Members of the public are welcome to attend this meeting with the exception of any items 
listed in the exempt part of this agenda. Please note that if you attend a committee 
meeting and are invited to make oral representations your name, together with a summary 
of your comments will be recorded in the minutes of the meeting.  Please refer to the 
guide to public participation at committee meetings for more information about speaking at 
meetings. 

There is a Hearing Loop Induction System available for public use on request.  Please 
speak to a Democratic Services Officer for assistance in using this facility.

Recording, photographing and using social media at meetings

Dorset Council is committed to being open and transparent in the way it carries out its 
business whenever possible.  Anyone can film, audio-record, take photographs, and use 
social media such as tweeting and blogging to report the meeting when it is open to the 
public, so long as they conform to the Protocol for filming and audio recording of public 
council meetings.

Public Document Pack
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To receive any written questions from members in accordance with 
procedure rule 13.



Cabinet – 3 September 2019

Questions from Members – Agenda Item 5

Question submitted by Cllr N Ireland relating to agenda item 10, 
Procurements over £5 million in respect of electricity and gas 

Following Dorset Council’s declaration of a climate emergency in May and the 
subsequent establishment of a Climate Change Executive Advisory Panel, it 
has been noticeable that many officers have already embraced the ethos of 
working towards carbon neutrality in their actions and reports.

Whilst the EAP has yet to present its recommendations to Council, these are 
very likely to include measures to reduce our carbon footprint and join the 
many other local authorities who have set a target date for carbon neutrality.

I note that there is a brief mention of green tariffs in the paper regarding the 
procurement of electricity and gas supplies (agenda item 10) yet there is no 
commitment to signing up to renewable energy sources.  Instead, there 
seems the distinct possibility that we may be tied into a contract until 2024.

Numerous other councils have demonstrated their commitment to addressing 
climate change by using suppliers such as Robin Hood Energy for example, 
and Dorset Council should be doing the same.

I am concerned that the paper removes the ability of this Council to follow up 
our climate emergency motion with decisive action and also respond swiftly to 
the recommendations that will come from the Climate Change EAP.

What measures will be put in place to ensure that this won’t happen and that 
we will be true to our declaration?
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